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A.1. How we got here 

óYour right to have a say in the future 
development of Malmesbury and its 
neighbouring parishes.ô 

Until recently it has been the introduction 

of the Localism Act it was  nigh on 

impossible for ordinary people to use the 

planning system and have a say in how 

development proceeds in the places they 

love. 

Malmesbury is was one of a number of 

ófrontrunnerô projects supported by 

Government to pioneer a new 

óneighbourhood-ledô approach to planning 

and after much work and consultation, 

residents voted through this plan as the 

primary planning document for the 

Malmesbury area. The plan was officially 

ômadeô by Wiltshire Council in 2015.  

 

Since the plan was made we have seen the 

sites identified progress towards the type and 

size of housing needed. 

 

Burnham Court 49 assisted living apartments 

were completed in 2017 are now happily 

occupied by people who need some extra 

care to live independently, without the need 

to leave the area and their family and friends.  

 

The Backbridge site for 201 homes being a 

mixture of smaller apartments and family 

houses has full planning permission and is 

currently under construction. 

 

 

 

The sites at Burton Hill, have developed in a 

slightly different way to that originally envisaged. 

There are now two separate sites there for 29 and 

27 dwellings, both exceeding the original number 

planned for. Some will be available for over 55s 

and also families and being progressed. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan, which runs to 2026, 

has always been monitored through use every 

time a planning application is considered. 

However, a formal review was started by the 

three parishes in 2019, to ensure that it is up to 

date and still delivering to meet local needs.  

 

In tandem with this review, Wiltshire Councilôs 

plan, known as this Wiltshire Core Strategy is 

also being reviewed to 2036. This is important, 

because the Malmesbury Area Neighbourhood 

Plan must comply with that plan. 

 

Therefore, the approach taken in respect of the 

review, is to update the Neighbourhood Plan to 

show what has been successfully achieved and 

to add in some detail to reflect other changes. 

Residents were consulted on these 

amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan and 

with the opportunity to suggest other changes 

though an informal consultation process in 

autumn 2021, resulting in this current reviewed 

version of the Plan.  
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Alongside this, a parallel review of the 

Neighbourhood Plan has been started and 

which is currently in progress. This looks to 

the future, with our own local needs and 

aspirations as the driving force, but which 

also must conform and run alongside 

Wiltshire Councilôs emerging reviewed 

local plan. The work is being undertaken 

locally by residents who care deeply about 

where they live and the  surrounding area, 

which is the true meaning  of Localism. 

 

Above all else residents in the Malmesbury 

area have a deep and abiding sense of 

community and that has been 

demonstrated  through our strong desire to 

shape the place where we live.  

 

The original Neighbourhood Plan, has 

brought and is bringing forward 306 new 

homes (as opposed to the minimum 

indicative requirement of 183) since the 

plan was made. These are homes 

designed to meet the needs of residents of 

all ages in a planned, sustainable way, 

supported by suitable infrastructure to 

ensure our town and surrounds remains a 

vibrant and sustainable place to live. 

 

  

What Area Does The Plan Cover? 

Malmesbury Neighbourhood Plan Area 

(the Plan Area) covers the area of three 

parishes  

ï Malmesbury, St. Paul Malmesbury 

Without and Brokenborough. This is known 

as the Area Designation and is described as 

follows: 

 

Malmesbury Town: The built up area of 

Malmesbury Town is defined as comprising 

the areas within the framework boundaries* 

identified on this map around Malmesbury, 

Burton Hill, Swindon Road including 

Cowbridge and Foxley and Common 

Roads. Burton Hill, Swindon Road including 

Cowbridge and Foxley and  

 

 

Common Roads are included as they 

function as part of the main town. 

 

St. Paul Malmesbury Without Parish: including 

the small villages of Corston and Milbourne. 

 

Brokenborough Parish. 

The extent of each parish may be seen below: 

 

 
*Framework boundaries  derive from the North 

Wiltshire Local Plan and delineate the extent of the 

built up area for  planning purposes. The boundary is 

carried forward in the Wiltshire Core Strategy but 

called the ólimits of  developmentô. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A.2. Our Vision 
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Town 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Without Parish 
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The Localism Act 2011 has given 

neighbourhood residents the exciting 

opportunity to shape the places where they live 

and work. This Plan provides an inspirational 

vision for the future of our area and sets out 

clear planning policies to realise this vision. 

These policies are in step with higher level 

Government planning policy, as required by the 

Localism Act, namely the National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF) and Wiltshire 

Councilôs Core Strategy. Our Plan is governed 

by the Wiltshire Core Strategy and provides the 

locally-developed detail. 

The Wiltshire Core Strategy requires the Plan 

Area to accommodate more development and 

this Plan shows in a positive way how this 

can be achieved. So whilst the Wiltshire Core 

Strategy obliges us to accommodate additional 

dwellings in the planning period to 2026, our 

Neighbourhood Plan will has determined 

where, when and what type of houses are to 

should be built. 

The provision of school places and 

infrastructure facilities has also been addressed. 

A.3. How has the 

plan evolved 

from inception? 

Having gained ófrontrunner statusô for the 

development of our plan we engaged with the 

Princeôs Foundation for Building Community 

who ran a workshops in Malmesbury in 

February 2012. Their  report gave us a valuable 

and objective insight into Malmesbury as a 

place and a firm foundation upon which to start 

our work. 

Following the Princeôs Foundation workshops, 

the Malmesbury Neighbourhood Steering 

Group (MNSG) was formed in April 2012 to 

create Malmesburyôs Neighbourhood Plan. 

The MNSG is  was  made up of representatives 

and members of the following local 

community organisations: 

Å Brokenborough Parish Council 

 

Å Dyson Limited 

Å Engagement With Young People Project 

Å Extra Care Housing Project 

Å Malmesbury School 

Å Malmesbury and District Chamber of 

Commerce 

Å Malmesbury and District Conservation 

Group 

Å Malmesbury and St Paul Without Residentsô 

Association 

Å Malmesbury and the Villages Community 

Area Partnership 

Å Malmesbury C of E Primary School 

Å Malmesbury Civic Trust 

Å Malmesbury Retailers 

Å Malmesbury River Valleys Trust 

Å Malmesbury Town Council 

Å St Josephôs Catholic Primary School 

Å St Paul Malmesbury Without Parish Council 

Å Surgery Nursing and Dentistry Care 

Å Wiltshire Council Division Brokenborough & 

St Paul 

Å Wiltshire Council Division Malmesbury 

Town. 

The MNSG split up into sub-groups to focus on 

a number of different areas: 

Å Housing and Supermarket Site Selection 

Å Housing Needs Assessment 

Å Burnham House Extra Care 

Å Retail and Business 

Å Community Infrastructure including 

Education 

Å Public Realm, Environment and 

Sustainability. 

The group has had its own information website: 

www.malmesburyneighbourhood.com whilst the 
plan was worked on and being made. 

http://www.malmesburyneighbourhood.com/
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A great deal of work has gone  wenrt  into 

producing the present plan made in 2015, 

which includes included: 

Å A Community Engagement (September 29th 

to November 21st  2012) 

Å Neighbourhood Survey of residents of the 

Town and the two Parishes (September and 

October 2012) 

Å Consultation with Planning Aid 

Å Workshops with the Princeôs Foundation 

(March and December 2012) 

Å Consultation with the Design Council ï CABE 

(December) 

Å Extensive consultation with Wiltshire Council 

throughout 

Å Public Consultation with the residents of the 

Town and two Parishes and with statutory 

consultees and developers. 

 

 
 

October sunrise over MALMESBURY FROM the south 
 

In addition to the two-volume Plan documents, 

there are were a number of key documents 

that comprise its óEvidence Baseô. These 

are technical documents, typically assessing 

options for development and related matters, 

which explain what options were considered for 

the future of Malmesbury. 

 

Supporting the Evidence Base is the 

óInformation Baseô of materials created to 

inform the Evidence Base.  

 

 

These include a Settlement Assessment, a 

substantial  Neighbourhood Survey, a Town 

Benchmarking Survey and a Business Survey. 
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There are also a number of documents 

connected with the Planôs Sustainability 

Assessment and other regulatory matters. 

A.4. How  this plan 

is organised 

The Plan is divided into major sections based 

on the high level objectives originally set out 

by the MNSG when it came into being (see 

óVision and Objectivesô below). Each section 

provides an overview, highlights the 

objectives and issues raised during the 

process . Finally there are tasks and policies, 

which enact these objectives. 

 

A.5. Building a better future 

ï a vision for Malmesbury 

When local people think of Malmesbury, they 

picture Malmesbury Abbey, the historic Market 

Cross or the beautiful river valleys, which 

surround the town. However, there is much 

more to the town and the adjoining parishes 

than our renowned heritage and wonderful 

countryside. The Malmesbury area is a living 

community. People reside and work here and 

some can trace their lineage back over many 

generations to the time of King Athelstan who 

was buried in the Abbey over a thousand years 

ago. Others have moved here in more recent 

times. Many have families and their children 

now have their own children living and going to 

school in the town. 

ñThe most important thing in the world to me  is 

that my son flourishes in a place where I know 

there will be an opportunity for him to have an 

education, a home and a job in a beautiful place 

which he loves.ò 
Mrs K Power, MALMESBURY 

ñI have lived in Malmesbury for 22 years and 

raised my children here. I love the beauty and 

character of the ancient town with its unusual 

juxtaposition of surrounding rivers and countryside 

and its thriving community spirit. It is a 

remarkable place to live.ò 

Mrs J R Tong, MALMESBURY 

This plan sets out our communityôs vision for 

the future, how we would like to see our historic 

area develop in order to provide a sustainable 

and improved future for our children and the 

generations to come. 

A.6. What are the positive 

changes that can ensure a 

better life? 

Å Sustainable development in the right places 

and of good design 

Å A housing mix to suit the ages and needs of 

the local people 

Å High quality local school provision 

Å A diversified local economy that supports 

more local employment 

Å Strengthen the economy of Malmesbury 

Town Centre 

Å Support and enhance existing community 

facilities and spaces. 

Å Protect and enhance the heritage and 

landscape of the area. 
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MALMESBURY Abbey in the snow 

 

A.7. What does the 

future hold? 

A.7.1. Heritage 
The setting to Malmesbury and its Abbey 

in particular will continue to be the most 

distinctive feature of the townôs 

appearance. This aspect will be 

protected and enhanced over the coming 

years. Its historic buildings and the 

pattern of its streets, paths, public 

spaces and alleyways will be conserved 

and the public realm enhanced. The 

harmful impact of traffic will have been 

reduced as much as possible, making 

the town a safer and more enjoyable 

place to live and to  visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.7.2. Local Economy 

Much more of the townôs spending power will 

actually be spent in Malmesbury itself. We 

anticipate the new more recent food stores 

will encourage many more people to visit the 

town as a destination and attraction and to 

spend time and money in the townôs shops and 

on its services. 
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This has  been  will be achieved by the 

food store close to Avon Mills being linked 

to the Town Centre. 

 

A.7.3. Parking and the Town Centre 

The new food store adding to the townôs 

parking spaces will provide The food store 

built on the southern edge of Malmesbury 

Town near to Avon Mills has added to the 

townôs parking spaces and provides the 

scope to introduce the more flexible use of 

Cross Hayes, but only with the cooperation of 

Wiltshire Council. It is no longer just a busy car 

park. This change will have gone hand in 

hand with a careful review of traffic 

management and investment to improve the 

public realm so more people walk rather 

than drive within the Town Centre. A stronger 

Town Centre will have also resulted from 

promoting the town as a tourist destination, 

extending its appeal to visitors. 

The Town Centre will have a heritage centre and 

additional cafes and restaurants. 

 

A.7.4. Local Employment 

As well as the development of more business 

space, the town will also have capitalised on 

a more skilled workforce such as that seen 

growing at Dyson Limited They in turn will be 

attracted to the town by its unique environment, 

good choice of homes and range of shops and 

services. 

 

A.7.5. Local Housing 

In the coming two decades, Malmesbury will 

have consolidated the very high housing growth 

experienced in the first decade of the century. It 

will be adapting to the growing proportion of its 

population who will be of retirement age. New 

housing will be located in places well integrated 

with the rest of the town, to support better the 

range of community facilities and services. 

There will be a better mix of housing sizes and 

types and particular provision for the housing 

needs of the elderly. 

A.7.6. School Provision 

Malmesbury CE Primary School will have been 

extended. It will continue to provide an óOfsted 

Outstandingô education and will increase its 

role as a facility for the wider community. 

 

A.7.7. Environment 

The landscape and environment will be and 

has been enhanced, with the planting of 

trees and provision of wild areas at the Avon 

Mills Site, around the Dyson Limited Factory 

and the new housing developments. The river 

corridor along the Avon at the north west of the 

town will have a new footpath to allow public 

use and a bridge over the river to Park Road to 

allow access to the south of the new housing 

development,the Co-op Supermarket and 

Malmesbury CE Primary School. 

Over the following pages you will see strategies 

to achieve these aims (described as policies 

and tasks); some may take a longer time than 

others, but all are viable if we have the will to 

make them happen! 

A.8. Vision and Objectives 

Since April 2012 when the MNSG was formed 

it drew up a vision and objectives for the future 

of the Plan Area, which the Plan seeks to deliver. 

These are the vision and objectives agreed on 

30-Apr-12 and were as follows: 

 

A.8.1. Our Vision 

Å We wish to make our neighbourhood an even 

better place to live, work and visit. 

Å We wish to sustain and enhance the beauty 

and vitality of our neighbourhood and 

make sure our infrastructure is capable of 

supporting us. 

Å We want community-led development 

that will stand the test of time, support 

the local economy, provide high quality 

accommodation for all of our community, 
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respect the individual character of the 

town and protect and enhance our natural 

environment. 

Å We want a stronger voice in local 

development when Wiltshire Council decides 

planning applications. 

Å We want the opportunity to plan for future 

development. We want a greater say about 

where, how, what and when development 

occurs in our community. We want our 

community to have a chance to get good 

impartial advice from experts about what 

kind of growth would benefit the town. 

We want to use this advice to work in 

partnership with all those involved so as to 

manage what is eventually built. 

 

A.8.2. Our Objectives 

1. We will propose the site location / locations 

for 306 approximately 270 new homes in 

the Malmesbury Town area. This is 

revised to 306 as against the original 

minimum indicative requirement of 183.  

2. We will investigate the opportunity to build 

within the designated small villages of 

Milbourne and Corston in the parish of St. 

Paul Malmesbury Without, a proportion, not 

exceeding nine dwellings in total for each 

village in a style that maintains the character 

of the village (as per Wiltshire Council Core 

Policy), of the remaining 151 more homes 

identified for the Malmesbury Community 

Area during the plan period. This 

minimum requirement has been 

exceeded. 

3. We will assess the need for retail provision 

and propose the best location / locations for 

new retail sites. 

4. We will assess and propose the specification 

of business units for the pre-selected 

industrial sites identified by the Wiltshire 

Core Strategy. 

5. We will propose solutions for key 

infrastructure requirements created by the 

new development. 

6. We will make proposals about how planning 

gain (Community Infrastructure Levy) 

should be spent. 

Since the plan was originally made, our 

aspirations have grown and this is reflected 

in the revised Plan. 

A.9. Monitoring and Review 

During the plan period to 2026 the MNSG or its 

successor (The   Joint   Neighbourhood   Working   Party)  will 

monitor and review the progress of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. New development will 

be monitored closely through the planning 

process to ensure that policies are adhered to. 

The MNSG or its successor (The   Joint   

Neighbourhood   Working   Party)   will continue to meet 

as often as required to ensure that the 

Planôs objectives are met. This is the latest 

version of the reviewed plan as at April 

2022. 
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Power, Bill Sykes, SIMON Killane. (front row) TIM Farnfield, WILLIAM Allbrook, Roger Budgen 
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Sheena MacBrayne, Sue Bishop, Catherine Doody, Chris Wilton, Robert Hill 2014 
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    Malmesbury Town Council ï Cllr Mrs. Kim Power (Chair);Cllr Mrs. Catherine Doody; Cllr. Phil 

Exton; Cllr. Richard Jones; Cllr.Campbell Ritchie;  
 
    Malmesbury Town Council and Wiltshire Council - Cllr. Gavin Grant. 
 
    Brokenborough Parish Council- Cllr. Robert Tallon. 
 
    St. Paul Malmesbury Without Parish Council ï Cllr. Roger Budgen. 
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We have exceeded our original objective 
(in terms of housing numbers) that 
ñWe will propose the site location / 
locations for 270 new homes in the 
Malmesbury Town area.ò 

MNSG Objective 30-Apr-12 

 

1.1. Housing in 

Malmesbury Town 

Local people have expressed the desire to 

influence where and how this housing is built. 

Past development has not always been of 

the best design or in the best location, nor 

has it always been accompanied by sufficient 

infrastructure. Following community feedback 

some master plans and policies have been 

drawn up to show where local people now 

feel the best locations are and also the type of 

housing and building design they would like to 

see to provide growth and enhance their area. 

These are not just housing developments, but 

of mixed use including new footpaths and cycle 

ways, a nature reserve, a school extension and 

other community facilities. 

 

1.1.1. Overview 

There is a desire for sustainable growth, 

especially in Malmesbury Town, and so 

a proactive approach has been taken to 

provide for this and one third more over two 

thirds more than the 2006 to 2026 indicative 

requirement has been identified and is 

being or has been constructed.  In total at 

least  a minimum of 270 new dwellings on the 

most suitable of our preferred sites are were  

proposed in the original plan made in 2015, 

and now 306 have been or are in the 

pipeline to be built, as against the original 

minimum requirement of 183.                      

 

This includes approximately 50 49 óExtra Careô 

mixed tenure units for single people or couples 

over the age of 55 at Burnham House , which 

were built in 2017, aimed at supported living for 

the elderly and approximately 50 56 dwellings at 

Burton Hill. We envisage that this  growth has and 

will release existing family housing in the area. 

The proposals in the plan were are to ensure 

that the remaining minimum  requirement of 183 

new dwellings (currently proposed in the 

Wiltshire Core Strategy), as a minimum, have  or  

will be built by 2026. This has been exceeded 

by nearly two thirds with 123 extra dwellings.  

(N.B Nearly 80% of the housing requirement 

for Mamesbury Town has planning permission 

or has been delivered in just the first 8 years of 

the 20 year period between 2006 and 2014). 

1.1.2. Delivery of Housing 2006 to 

2026 ï Facts and figures 

The plan bases its proposals for new housing 

on requirements for the Malmesbury 

Community Area set out in the Wiltshire Core 

Strategy. The requirement is for approximately 

1395 new homes over the period 2006-2026. 

It focuses approximately 885 of these on 

Malmesbury Town itself. The Plan area does 

not encompass the whole of the community 

area and so it  only  anticipates anticipated a 

corresponding proportion of the óremainingô 

510 dwellings to be built elsewhere. These 

are expected to be accommodated have 

been exceeded without the need to identify 

have identified extra sites by infill, 

conversions and small plots of previously 

developed land, generally termed ówindfallô. 
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Housing requirements have undergone and 

are undergoing lengthy public consultation as 

a part of preparing the Core Strategy, but 

overall numbers for Wiltshire are dependent 

on Government policy.
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Area 

 
Requirement 

2006-26 

Housing already provided for Housing to be identified 

Completions 

2006-14 

Specific 

Permitted 

Sites 

 
Strategic sites 

Remaining to 

be identified 

Malmesbury 

Town 
885 483 219** 0 183* 

Remainder 510 273 86 0 151 

Community 

Area Total 
1395 756 333 0 306 

*270 dwellings allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan **includes 180 dwellings at Filands 

Source: Wiltshire Council Housing Land Supply STATEMENT, published June 2014 excluding MALMESBURY 

Neighbourhood Plan Allocations and corrected to allow for the double counting of East Cottage (8 

dwellings) 

 

As can be seen, over all 78% of the minimum housing requirement has planning permission or has 

been built within the first eight years of the twenty-year period 2006-2026. 
 

Malmesbury Town 

The data showThe original 

requirements for the Neighbourhood 

Plan made in 2015,  showed a minimum 

of 183 additional dwellings are were 

required to be delivered in Malmesbury 

Town. This includes the areas within the St 

Paul Without Parish including Burton Hill, 

Cowbridge and Common/Foxley Roads). 

There are already a number of dwellings with 

existing planning permissions, which could be  

have been completed within the plan 

period.This figure at 306 dwellings is more 

than two thirds again of the minimum 

requirement. 

Remaining Community Area 

Wiltshire Council stipulated approximately 510 

new dwellings must be built between 2006 

and 2026 in the remaining Malmesbury 

Community Area (not including Malmesbury 

Town). 

So far 359 have been built or have permission 

to be built which leaves 151 dwellings still to be 

brought forward. The Malmesbury Community 

Area is much larger than the Malmesbury 

Neighbourhood Area, but does include it. 

The expectation is  was  that this housing would 

come forward through ówindfallô 

development, in accordance with Core Policy 

2 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy. This has now 

been exceeded .
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Notes 

1. Burnham House was put forward for 

development into extra care apartments 

before the Neighbourhood Planning process 

of site selection began. However, a group 

of local people, together with Wiltshire 

Council, have facilitated the process towards 

developing the site and it has received 

continuing support and has been endorsed 

by the local community. Burnham Court - 

49 apartments were built in 2017. 

Therefore it has been brought forward into 

the Plan to help meet the ongoing 

requirement for extra care, due to the 

increase in the age of the local population 

over the coming years. 

 

2. Housing Allocations: A ólarger than 

minimumô number of potential dwellings 

of 270  has was   identified for various reasons 

and is now 306. but Essentially our future 

community resilience means the right 

growth has to take place in the right place, 

accompanied by necessary infrastructure 

and employment opportunities. To bring 

this forward capacity has been was judged 

to ensure sites are economically viable to 

develop. Other sites have been were 

allocated to ensure that future need is met 

for the elderly who may require extra care 

over time, downsizers and first time 

buyers as well  as  those requiring larger 

homes. 
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1.1.3. Summary of selected housing sites 
 

Potential Housing 

Site Allocations 

and Site No. 

Location Number 

of Dwellings 

to be Delivered 

Backbridge Farm Site 3A and North west of Malmesbury 170* 201 

Punters Farm Site 15 Town, south of the Dyson  

 Factory and adjacent to  

 Malmesbury CE Primary  

 School.  

Burton Hill Site 6, Malmesbury South east of the town is 50* 56 

PCC (Land E of ) Site 11 & the area known as Burton  

Malmesbury PCC  Hill, where the Malmesbury  

(Land N of ) Site 10  N.B Site 11 

is still to be developed. 

Primary Care Centre ( Doctors  

 and Dentists Surgery) is  

 located.  

Burnham House 

Completed and built in 
2017. 

Existing Site on Burnham Rd 

in Malmesbury Town 

50* 49 extra care 

* Approximate numbers Total of approximately 270 
306 

 

1.1.4. Issues 

The issues raised during evidence gathering 

and consultation for the original made plan 

of 2015  in relation to housing are as follows: 

Å The Wiltshire Core Strategy identifies a 

need for the development of approximately 

885 dwellings in Malmesbury Town by 

2026. To date 702 have been built or 

have planning permission, and therefore 

further development of 183 dwellings, as a 

minimum, should be were proposed for 

specific sites. 306 new dwellings are 

either built or in the pipeline. 

Å The Wiltshire Core Strategy identifies a 

need for the development of approximately 

510 dwellings in the remainder of the 

Malmesbury Community Area by 2026. 

These have already been exceeded. 

Å To date 359 have been built or have 

planning permission and therefore further 

developments of 151 dwellings are to come 

forward.  

Å There is a desire to promote sustainable 

options, peoplesô well being through 

healthier lifestyles and to facilitate social 

interaction, a reduction in greenhouse 

gases and to promote and enhance the local 

economy. However the ability to do this is 

curtailed by the position of existing housing 

in relation to prime amenities in the Town, 

such as the Town Centre or the Doctorsô 

and Dentist Surgeries (PCT). It is onerous 

for some residents to walk or cycle to prime 

amenities, especially if a resident lives at the 

far end of town. It is often dangerous and 

totally unfeasible for people, such as those 

with buggies, disabled people, the young or 

the elderly to walk or cycle and often travel 

by car is the only option. Bus services are 

limited and do not operate on Sundays which 

makes this situation worse. 

Å Practically all of the potential sites for 

development in the Plan Area are ógreenfieldô, 

that is, fields or other green areas that have 

not been developed previously. It is therefore 

inevitable that some development will take 
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place on a ógreenfieldô site and there is local 

concern that this could cause an irreparable 

loss of wildlife and biodiversity, both on 

specific sites and cumulatively. 

Å The character of the local landscape makes 

a considerable contribution to the setting of 

the town and its local distinctiveness. There 

is concern that the setting and views of the 

landscape could be spoiled through large 

ill-conceived development, especially given 

the close proximity of the Cotswold óArea 

of Outstanding Natural Beautyô (AONB) of 

much of the countryside in the parishes of 

Brokenborough and St. Paul Malmesbury 

Without. 

Å Despite Malmesbury Town being the first 

Chartered Borough in England 880 AD and 

having evidence of settlements since the 

Iron Age, surprisingly little archaeological 

investigation has taken place. A recent dig 

in Milbourne in the St. Paul Malmesbury 

Without Parish, unearthed Iron Age findings. 

The Fosse Way (Roman Road) runs through 

Brokenborough Parish and there is evidence 

of Roman archaeology at the top of Tetbury 

Hill in Malmesbury Town. There are still 

significant sites identified by local history 

in all three parishes, which have yet to be 

investigated fully. Future development could 

destroy this important source of local history, 

particularly in ancient Malmesbury Town if 

there is insufficient investigation before any 

new development goes ahead. 

Å Malmesbury Abbey is the jewel in the Townôs 

crown, together with the Market Cross 

and other historic buildings. Additionally, 

Malmesbury Town in particular is 

surrounded by beautiful natural landscape. 

The issue here is that future development 

could potentially destroy the setting of these 

unique elements of the Town, and other 

historic heritage. The conservation areas 

of Malmesbury, the villages and hamlets 

such as Rodbourne, must be maintained 

and preserved where possible for future 

generations. 

Å Flood risk and flooding are very real issues 

particularly in Malmesbury Town and in the 

built area of Corston and Brokenborough. 

Å There are two main kinds of flooding in the 

area, fluvial and that resulting from surface 

water run-off. Large volumes of surface water 

may exacerbate fluvial flooding, especially 

after significant rainfall. The Environment 

Agency has designated the areas nearest to 

the rivers as óFlood Zone 3ô i.e. those areas 

which have the highest risk of flooding and 

where indeed some severe flooding has 

occurred in recent years. Surface water rather 

than being easily absorbed into the ground 

runs off the surface, because of poorly 

draining Kellaways or Oxford Clay based soil. 

Å The more development that takes place on 

ógreenfieldô sites means that there is less 

surface area for rainwater to be absorbed 

and this may shift the flood problem further 

away. Also the topography of the land itself 

can add to flooding, with say a slope down 

as much as 9m or 10m across one or two 

fields, so that surface water drains down 

onto lower land. This situation is exacerbated 

by an increase both in the frequency of 

rainfall and its intensity, both possibly due to 

climate change. Concerns here are twofold: 

development on a site which floods and 

development on a site which causes flooding 

elsewhere due to displacement or water run 

off. 

Å There is a view that there should be ósmallô 

housing developments rather than ólargeô 

ones, although this is not defined in terms of 

numbers. 

Å The housing need and population profile 

will change significantly between now and 

2026. The type of housing, size (number 

of bedrooms), tenure and mix of housing 

need to respond to available evidence of 



1. Sustainable development in the right places 

  

 

 

 
 
 

how the population and housing need will 

evolve specifically in the Plan Area. While 

each segment of the demographics has its 

own unique housing requirements, there are 

a small number of trends which dominate 

the housing need picture. The population 

under the age of 15 and that of working 

age is predicted to shrink in both number 

and percentage terms. The population of 

retirement age and in particular over 85 years 

is predicted to grow very substantially, with 

some consequences on both the demand 

and supply of housing in the area. This issue 

is discussed separately in section 2. 

Å There is local concern that the building 

materials and design of housing in terms of 

style, layout and density should be of high 

quality. This issue is discussed separately in 

Volume II. 

Å Local infrastructure, particularly Primary 

School provision is seen as a potential 

problem, as local primary schools are 

currently full. Any new housing development 

will generate more pupils who will have to be 

accommodated. These issues are discussed 

separately in section 5. 

 

1.1.5. Site Selection Method 

In order to compare sites leading to their 

assessment for suitability for development, a 

copyrighted Criterion Scoring System based on 

weighted criteria was devised for the original 

plan. The purpose is to allow an aggregated 

score to be calculated which indicates the 

favourability or otherwise of a particular site 

for housing (or supermarket development) 

and which can be compared across sites. 

The inputs to the assessment method was first 

a set of eighteen site selection criteria, devised 

by MNSG, each of which was assigned a weight. 

The numbers assigned to criterion weightings 

concern mitigation, that is, the difficulty of 

delivering a positive impact from the site, 

or overcoming a negative impact (including 

conservation and environmental impact), or its 

feasibility to be built upon. Thus: 

CW 2 Impact which is mitigable. 

CW 5 Impact which might be mitigated. 

CW 10 Impact which would be difficult 

or unlikely to be mitigated. 

CW 20 An unmitigatable aspect of the site. 

The second input to the assessment method 

was a description of the criterion and typically 

four ratings of that criterion, which typically 

rated the extent of the criterion for that site 

as ñnoneò, ñsmallò, ñconsiderableò and ñvery 

considerableò. Each site was rated as matching 

best one of these four descriptors, and was a 

result assigned a Criterion Value which could be 

1, 2, 5 or 10. 

The Criterion Score for each site was calculated 

by multiplying the Criterion Value by the 

Criterion Weighting, for all eighteen criteria, 

then summing the result. 

A description of the site scoring criteria and 

the weights used for each is given in Reference 

1 and a detailed explanation of why those 

criteria were chosen is in Reference 2. The 

results of the site scoring, which form the basis 

of the selections described here, are given in 

Reference 3. 

The scoring system and assessments were 

scrutinised by Wiltshire Council, independent 

consultants and others. Further scrutiny and 

endorsement by residents was achieved through 

the main public community engagement (29th 

September 2012) and smaller engagements up 

to 16th November 2012. 
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1.1.6. Objectives and Policies 
 

Objectives: Policies: 

Allocate sites for housing to 

at least meet the dwelling 

requirement for Malmesbury 

Town set out in the Wiltshire 

Core Strategy 

Policy 1: Land to the north west of Malmesbury, south of the 

Dyson Limited research and development facility and west 

of Malmesbury CE School (sites 3A and 15) is allocated for 

approximately 170 201 dwellings of mixed types and tenures and 

for an extension to Malmesbury CE School, subject to the 

following requirements as set out in Policy 1 below. 

Policy 2: Land at Burton Hill to the north (site 10), east (site 11) 

and south (site 6) of the Primary Health Centre is allocated for 

approximately 50 56 mixed cottage-type dwellings, a 

proportion majority of which will be to permit independent 

living by elderly older  members of the community and their 

families, subject to the following requirements as set out in 

Policy 2 below. Land at Burton Hill east (site 11) is allocated 

for development. 

Assess housing requirement 

for the remainder of the 

Neighbourhood Area and 

address concern about the 

volume of ówindfallô housing 

Policy 3: Housing development in each of the two designated 

small villages within the Plan Area (Milbourne and Corston) shall 

be on ówindfallô sites outside of the zone of influence around 

the North meadow and Clattinger Farm SAC and the number 

of dwellings should ideally not exceed single figures in order to 

preserve the rural character of the villages 
 

The water MEADOWS at the southern edge of the site are subject to flooding. No build DEVELOPMENT should 

take place in this area. 

 

 

Site 3a and 15 

 
 Allocated  residential  site 3a 

2 Dyson buffer zone expansion site 

 

 

 Proposed Access Routes: 

Pedestrian cycle access 

Vehicular access 

 site boundary 

 

 
































































































